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Dear Arts Fort Worth Supporters and Champions, 

decades, our work has been rooted in connection: connecting artists 
to opportunities, organizations to resources, and creatives to each 
other. Those roots are strong, and they run through a one-of-a-kind arts 
ecosystem that we are honored to celebrate, support and steward.
 
This past year was challenging, closing the Fort Worth Community Arts 

(twice in four months). As all of this unfolded, we kept close watch over 
shifting federal and statewide arts policies, as well as the ripple effects 
of the Arts Center’s closure here at home.
 
This year also sparkled with new energy and built remarkable 

conversations about art’s role in education, wellness, the economy, and 
innovation. We joined forces with Fort Worth arts leaders to advocate 
at the state level, contributing to one of the most successful legislative 

new arts organizations as they sought funds from our grant programs. 
We helped artists develop and install meaningful works of original public 
art, supported others as public art mentees and selection panelists. We 
even rolled up our sleeves alongside neighbors to create mosaic pieces 
for a powerful upcoming installation at Ciquio Vasquez Park. And we 
launched Fort Worth Culturalyst, a dynamic online platform designed to 
help people discover and share local art and culture.
 

network of passionate advocates, and you’re an irreplaceable part of it. 
Thank you for reading this report, for showing up, and for helping make 
art happen in Fort Worth.
 

you are a part of it.

 

Wesley Gentle, CFRE

GREETINGS

“our work has been rooted 
in connection: connecting 
artists to opportunities, 
organizations to resources, 
and creatives to each other. 
Those roots are strong, and 
they run through a one-of-
a-kind arts ecosystem that 
we are honored to celebrate, 
support and steward.”
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MISSION STATEMENT
Arts Fort Worth provides funding 
and leadership that nurtures, 
supports, and promotes the 
arts throughout the Fort Worth 
community.  

OUR PURPOSE 
To create connection by building 
relationships between local 
creatives, arts organizations, 
policy makers, and the 
surrounding community. 

OUR VALUES
Authentically passionate, 
intentionally equitable, 
purposeful listening, and 
trustworthy partners      

WHO WE ARE
At Arts Fort Worth, we believe creativity is the heartbeat 
of a vibrant city. In the years since our founding, Arts Fort 
Worth has remained steadfast in our dedication to the 
local creative arts ecosystem. This year the Fort Worth 

closing of the Community Arts Center. For over 20 years we 
have managed the building at 1300 Gendy and are deeply 
saddened by its closing. Though we have moved out of the 
Community Arts Center, we are still committed to serving 
and connecting the local arts ecosystem. 

Our grants program is still going strong, providing over 
$1.4 million to over thirty to local arts organizations and 
museums. The Fort Worth public art collection remains 
strong with over 160 pieces and is constantly growing. We 
have continued to advocate for accessibility and growth 
within the ecosystem at the city, state, and national level. 
Lastly, in our dedication to fostering connections we have 
launched Culturalyst: Fort Worth and hosted our inaugural 
ARTSForward Summit. The local arts ecosystem is alive 
and thriving and we are honored to be a part of building 
something beautiful.

Unfolding Time Marine Creek Parkway dedication - October 2025ARTSForward Summit - March 2025



WHO WE ARE

The local arts 
ecosystem is alive 
and thriving and we 
are honored to be 
a part of building 
something beautiful.

East Rosedale Monument 
Dedication
February 2025

Heart of Gold Reception
March 2025

Ciquio Vasquez Park Community 
Mural Workshop, August 2025
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WHO WE SERVE

The graphic above which illustrates a way of thinking about the 
roles people play in an local arts ecosystem, the artists themselves 
and businesses that represent them, and the arts supporters and 
policymakers that help the arts in Fort Worth. 

that ecosystem.  Through grants, professional development, and 
advocacy, it helps arts groups operate like sustainable businesses 
instead of passion projects running on fumes. That stability ripples 
outward into jobs, tourism, and downtown vitality.
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HOW WE SERVE
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FINANCIALS

subject to change.
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OUR SUPPORTERS

CONTRACTS FOR CULTURAL 
SERVICES

City of Fort Worth
Fort Worth Tourism Public  
     Improvement District
Tarrant County

DONORS

$50,000

Hays Foundation

$20,000-25,000

JPMorgan Chase Bank

VOLUNTEERS 
Rita Alfaro
Alli Rogers Andreen
James Aston
Luke Atkins
Mary Jane Ayers
Connie Hachette Barganier
Lauri Bevan
Catherine Bevan
Stacy Birst-Yates
Christopher Blay
Fiona Bond
Jesse Borries
Sam Bowler
Flor Cabrera
Kevin Carr
Stevie Dawn Carter
Gianina Casale
Dennis Chiessa
Randy Cohen
Clifton Crofford
Debra Naff Dacus
Macy Dany

Kelvin Dilks
Nicholas Ditto
Francisca Dominguez 
Natalia Margarita Dominguez
Jay Duffer
Meillene Ferrer
Danika Franks
Jessica Fuentes
Stephen Fung
Ayesha Ganguly
Lizeth Garcia
Taylor Gibson
William Giron
Carlos Gonzalez-Jamie
Dev’n Goodman
Aubrey Guzman
Paige K. Hendricks Russey
Sara Heitt
Sarah Hunt
Cindy Ingram
Falisha Ismail
Robert L. Jameson
Ebony Nicole Johnson
Jennifer Johnson

Presley Jones
Alana Kay
Wesley B. Kirk
Imran Kissoon
Krista Langford
James G. Lawrence
Jessica Llanes
Andrieka Lockett
Natalie Lopez
Heather Macchietto
Cassandra Mackie
Chad Matthews
Laurie A. McCoy
Whitney McLean
Claudia Medina 
Cynthia Ann Miller
Paul Norman
LouAnn O’Donnell
Harry Parker
DJ Perera
Anika Perkins
Martine Elyse Philippe
Erin Phillips
Lindsay Puente

Ashlyn Rasor
Tristen Roberson
Benjamin Robertson
Kaitlyn Robertson
Benjamin Robertson
Sauntymia Robinson
Randy Sabbagh
Constance Siegel
Torrie Skinner 
Dawn Taft
Savannah Thomas
Amy Tully
Susan Van Meter
Jailynne Verret
Takiyah Wallace-McMillian
Kelly Ward
Ida Wepngong
Debi Joseph Wheelan
Mackenzie Willems
Ashanti Willaims
Taylor Willis
Deb Wood
Briana Wucinski
Ann Zadeh
Brandon Zech

$5,000-$24,999

The Ryan Foundation
Sid W. Richardson Foundation
North Texas Community 
    Foundation
Communities Foundation of    
    Texas
APEX Catalyst Group
Tarrant County
Rotary Club of Fort Worth
Jill Fischer

$1,000-$4,999

Texas Health Resources
Master-Carr
Christy Neal-Garcia
Shanna Saldana

Robert L. Jameson
Steven J. Gordon
Dawn Taft
Whitney McLean
Blake Moorman
Katherine Smith
Coletta Strickland
Glenda M. Thompson
Anika Perkins - Texas 
Center for Arts + 
    Academics
Debbie Cooley
R Gordon and Louise  
    Appleman

$250-$999

Marcia Mederos
Renaissance Charitable
Cecile Montgomery
Cynthia Ann Miller
Megan Henderson
Giovanni Ceballos
Preservation Texas Inc.
Stephen and Miriam   
    Gentle
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STAFF AND BOARD

FY2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Megan Henderson, Chair  -  Estrus Tucker, Vice Chair  -  Grant Summers, Treasurer  -  

Katherine Barr Smith, Secretary  -  Tanisia Castillo-Queppet  -  Dennis Chiessa  -  Steve 

Gordon  -  Robert L. Jameson  -  Wesley Kirk  -  Dusty Lewis  -  Whitney McLean  -  Lisa 

Powers Miller  -  Steven Montgomery  -  Blake Moorman  -  Lauren Saba  -  Shanna Saldaña  

WESLEY GENTLE
Executive Director & President

JENNY CONN
Public Art Collection Manager

SERENA MAYFIELD
Data & Impact Specialist

MICHELLE THOMAS 
RICHARDSON

Public Art Project Manager

MOLLY WOODBRIDGE
Administative Assistant

MICHELLE GONZALES
Public Art Project Manager

CHRIS IRELAND
Marketing Content Specialist

ALIDA LABBE
Public Art Project & Capital 

Budget Manager

ANNE ALLEN
Public Art Program Manager

HEATHER BALDWIN
Financial Director

AMY RASOR
Director of Giving



COMMUNITY ART CENTER

Arts Fort Worth managed the Fort Worth Community Arts Center, located at 1300 
Gendy St., for 22 years. During our tenure, we bore witness to the ways that the center 
acted as a cultural anchor and strengthened community ties . With every showcase, 

to new audiences. We bid farewell with deep sadness and view our departure as an 

see not only ourselves, but everyone who poured love into the space. From operation 
managers, theater technicians, actors, dancers, artists, to children running across the 
lawn with painted faces, we thank 1300 Gendy for all that it has given us.

Center:
 Served 150 artists
 Held 17 education presentations
 
 As the center closed its doors, Arts Fort Worth continued our dedication 

to the arts community by donating materials to organizations such as 619, 
Jubilee Theatre, Stolen Shakespeare, and the soon-to-come African American 
museum.
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HEART OF GOLD AWARDS
The Heart of Gold Awards Banquet is an annual event 

whose remarkable talents and dedication have 
made a profound impact on the arts in Fort Worth. 
Each honoree shares our values of integrity and 
inclusiveness, and their impact through the arts helps 
make Fort Worth a vibrant and welcoming community.

2025 Emerging Leader Awards

whose remarkable talents, dedication, and unique 
perspectives are making a profound impact on the 
arts in Fort Worth.  For more than ten years, Arts 
Fort Worth’s Heart of Gold awards have recognized 
individuals who have made life-long contributions 
to the arts. Starting with the 2023 Heart of Gold, we 
began to recognize Emerging Leaders in the Arts.

(not pictured)
Autobahn Fort 
Worth

Ariel Davis
Working Artist/
Performer/Writer
Laura Hunt
Working Artist/
Performer/Writer

Megan Coca
Arts Administrator

ShaVonne Davis
Community 
Advocacy

Ebony Nicole 
Johnson
Education

Wesley Gentle
(presenter)

PICTURED FROM
LEFT:

 
Through these awards, Arts Fort Worth aims to 
inspire and empower these individuals to continue 
blazing new trails, inspire others, and shape the 
future of the arts for future generations.
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GRACEY TUNE, Lifetime Achievement Award
Gracey Tune, founder and Artistic Director of Arts 
Fifth Avenue, is internationally recognized for 
her achievements in tap dance as a performer, 
choreographer, director, and educator. She has 
collaborated with organizations including Hip Pocket 

and contributed choreography to the Broadway 
productions Steppin’ Out and My One and Only. A 
frequent guest artist at major tap events, she has 
performed with celebrated artists including Cholly 
Atkins and her brother, Tony Award winner Tommy 

Women’s Hall of Fame by Governor Ann Richards, the 
City of Fort Worth’s Outstanding Woman in the Arts 

Lifetime Achievement Award from the Live Theatre 
League of Tarrant County. She continues to teach, 
perform, produce, and mentor artists at Arts Fifth 
Avenue.

KATHLEEN CULEBRO, Trailblazer Award 

is a community builder whose arts leadership 
has supported education, tourism, neighborhood 
redevelopment, and emotional wellbeing. As Founding 
Artistic Director of Amphibian Stage for 25 years, 
she produced more than 100 plays in Fort Worth and 
New York, including numerous world premieres that 
went on to productions nationwide. As playwright, 
her works include A Leopard Complains of Its Spots 
(premiered at Pantheon Theatre), La Llorona (produced 
off-Broadway by Stageplays Theatre Company), and 
Smart Pretty Funny, which has been staged in the 

University and Western Washington University, serves 

District 4, and has received honors including the 2020 

Southside Inc. and a 2019 Special Citation from MHMR 
Military Veteran Peer Network.
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ARTSForward SUMMIT 2025 

University on March 29th.  The event was 
proceeded by our annual Heart of Gold reception 
on March 28th.

ARTSForward was a citywide summit that 
brought together artists, community advocates, 
performers and policymakers to discuss the 
current and future state of the arts across 
various sectors, including education, health and 
technology. 

The 2025 Summit had three topic tracks:
 
 
 Evolving Perspectives- The Arts in the Future

Randy Cohen, Vice President of Research at 
Americans for the Arts, gave a stirring keynote 
presentation at ARTSforward Summit. He spoke 
about the use of data for arts advocacy, such 

largest national research project measuring the 

organizations, including right here in Fort Worth.
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ARTSForward SUMMIT 2025
“The arts in Fort Worth are 
alive and well. I know it is 
an extremely challenging 
time in our history in terms 
of funding, opportunities 
and support. But the 
community is creative, 
strong, and willing to work 
for as much security as we 
can muster.”

“The summit gave arts 
groups an opportunity to 
interact with each other 
and see the possibility 
of future collaborations. 
It was a perfect example 
of something you didn’t 
know you needed until 
you got it - thank you.”

“I think it was 
successful, and I 
look forward to more 
in the future. We 
have to do it again”

- Comments from 
Attendees
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GRANTS PROGRAM
The goals of our grants are to:

 Foster a culture of creativity and innovation
 Celebrate community diversity through inclusive 

 Increase accessibility and encourage broad-
based participation in arts activities

 Strengthen the service capacity and business 
practices of arts providers, and,

 Promote tourism and economic growth in the 
City of Fort Worth.

OPERATING GRANT

This grant provides core mission 
support through unrestricted 

arts organizations for general 
operations, administration, and 
programming costs. This grant 
is made possible in partnership 
with the City of Fort Worth.

OUTREACH GRANT

The funds from this grant 
support live, in-person 
community engagement 
through the performing, visual, 
and interdisciplinary arts in all 
communities of Fort Worth. 
This grant is made possible in 
partnership with the City of Fort 
Worth.

FWTPID

The Fort Worth Tourism 
Public Improvement District 
Grant provides marketing and 
promotional funding to arts 
and cultural organizations 
which promote and enhance 
the visibility of Fort Worth as an 
overnight destination to their 
patrons. This grant is made 
possible in partnership with Visit 
Fort Worth.

FACTS ABOUT FY25 GRANTEES

over $1.4 million in grants for Operating 
Support, Outreach Programming, and 
Marketing to tourists 
Supports over 4,000 jobs
Yields over $4 Million in local tax 
revenues

Brown Girls Do Ballet

Kimbell Art 
Museum

Decolonzing the Music Room



GRANTS AWARDED
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FORT WORTH PUBLIC ART

century city by celebrating its storied history, contributing to its iconic destinations, 
shaping its distinct neighborhoods, and honoring its close connection to nature. 
Since 2002, Arts Fort Worth has managed by the City of Fort Worth’s award-winning 
public art program with over 160 pieces in the collection

Energetic by Blessing Hancock

One Way by Leticia Bajuyo

Sipping from the Wetland by Anitra Blaytron

A Very Long Now by Alicia Eggert



 Seeds of a New Season by Clifton Crofford, 
Magnolia Avenue (D9)

 Open Plains by Matthew Mazzotta, Betsy Price 
Community Center (D7)

 A Very Long Now by Alicia Eggert, Marine 
Creek Parkway at Longhorn (D2)

 Sipping From the Wetland, by Anitra Blayton, 
Alliance Park (D10)

 One Way by Leticia Bajuyo, Marine Creek Park-
way at Cromwell (D7)

 Energetic by Blessing Hancock, Sycamore 
Park (D8)

 Lighting Upgrades and New Lighting Program, 
Cliff Garten’s Avenue of Light (D9)

 Historic Tile Murals Interpretive Plaques (Will 
Roger’s Memorial Center) (D7)

Care and Conservation 
The City of Fort Worth enjoys a notable collection of public art spanning over 
100 years of creative work including contemporary commissions, acquisitions, 
gifts, legacy monuments, memorials, sculptures, and murals. Care of the 
collection and providing good stewardship is an essential component of 

requirements for maintenance and care. The City’s commitment to caring for 
the collection is guided by a robust Collection Management Plan, outlined in the 
Fort Worth Public Art Master Plan Update, assures that artworks are regularly 
inspected and maintained and repaired as necessary. In FY25, 74 artworks 
received treatments and repairs.

Eight artworks/master plans completed

Arts Fort Worth Annual Report FY 2025   19Energetic by Blessing Hancock

Open Plains by Matthew Mazzotta Avenue of Light by Cliff Garten

Seeds of a New Season
 by Clifton Crofford Interpretive Plaques at Will Rogers
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FORT WORTH PUBLIC ART
The public sculptural installation Do Something Good For 
Your Neighbor, by the Iowa-based Art Studio at RDG Plan-

Venice Architecture Biennale. A specially-created model 
of the installation, dedicated in 2021 at Lake Como Park in 
Fort Worth, is part of the PORCH: An Architecture of Gen-

Niebuhr and David Dahlquist with community input, 
honors Fort Worth community leaders, including William 
H. Wilburn, Sr., founder and publisher of the Lake Como 
Weekly African-American newspaper, and Amon G. Carter, 
Sr., founder and publisher of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
and land donor for the establishment of Lake Como 
Park. The installation takes its title from the Lake Como 
Weekly’s masthead artwork, a quote prominently framed 
as a cutout in the Corten steel structure. 

Estrus Tucker, lifelong Como neighborhood resident and 
Chair of the City of Fort Worth Art Commission at the time 
of the work’s dedication, called the work “a powerful invita-
tion to engage a proud community with respect for its his-
tory and vision of dignity” in a press release announcing 

-
lic Art, told Glasstire, “Our team … is passionate about 
making every decision community-driven. Do Something 

matters. The community’s vision in the Lake Como Public 
Art Master Plan, the words of neighborhood leaders that 
guided the artwork’s design, and the story etched into this 
piece all make this a one-of-a-kind emblem of Fort Worth’s 
collaborative spirit. We are so thrilled to see it celebrated 
on an international stage.”

Nicholas Frank from Glasstire
June 26, 2025

Arts Fort Worth organzed a panel discussion in partnership 

panel focused on art in public space derived through the 
powerful intersection of design and public engagement. 
Panelists included: Ella Burton, Como Resident and Public 
Art Project Core Team Member; Matt Niebuhr, Artist and 

Lake Como Park Public Art Master Planner; Philip Newburn, 
Chair of the Fort Worth Art Commission; and, Janelle 
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FORT WORTH PUBLIC ART

Maggie Adler, Art Professional 1 
(Curator), Chairwoman
Libby Tilley Hogg, Community 
Representative 4, Vice Chairwoman
Denise Turner, Community 
Representative 1
Dr. Jennifer G. Brooks, Community 
Representative 2

(Design)
Philip Newburn, Art Professional 4 
(Design)
Jessica Fuentes, Art Professional 2 
(Artist)
Branigan Contreras, Community 
Representative 3
Bernardo Vallarino, Art Professional 5 
(Art Professional)

The Art Commission advises and makes 
recommendations to Fort Worth City Council regarding 
the Fort Worth Public Art program. They oversee the 
implementation of the Fort Worth Public Art Master 
Plan Update, including project planning, artist selection, 
design review, and collection management.  The 

plans and the program’s Annual Work Plan.

The Fort Worth Art Commission is comprised of nine (9) 

arts professionals [with at least one (1) practicing artist, 
one (1) a curator, and two (2) design professionals] and 
four (4) community representatives, all of whom must 
reside in Fort Worth.  Commissioners are appointed for 
two (2) year terms and may be reappointed up to two (2) 
times.

190 public Core 
Team Members served 
on public art projects 
last year.
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CULTURALYST: FORT WORTH
Culturalyst: Fort Worth is Arts Fort Worth’s digital platform 
designed to strengthen visibility, access, and connectivity 
across our city’s creative sector. By centralizing arts 
and cultural events into a comprehensive, community-
driven calendar, Culturalyst serves as both a promotional 
engine for local organizations and a discovery tool for 

Fort Worth’s cultural offerings are accessible, equitable, 

Fort Worth’s broader mission to support and sustain the 
arts, Culturalyst plays a vital role in building awareness, 
audience engagement, and long-term cultural vitality.

Announced at the 2025 ARTSForward Summit, 
Culturalyst: Fort Worth went live in the Summer of 2025. 
Since then Arts Fort Worth has advertised the program 

creating a digital hub for the Fort Worth arts community.
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The platform empowers artists and organizations to 

accessible marketing infrastructure, leveling the playing 

supported  

across Fort Worth’s diverse creative landscape.

Culturalyst: Fort Worth not only promotes events 

hub through its dedicated Opportunities listings. 
The platform features calls for artists, grants, public 
art projects, auditions, studio space availability, and 
professional development programs, helping creatives 
access pathways for growth and sustainability.  Last 
year, Culturalyst listed 1,996 oppurtunities.  Arts Fort 

year, with users applying directly through the site. 

This year, Culturalyst: Fort Worth introduced a major 

creatives. At the heart of the update, is the new 
comprehensive community event calendar, which 

workshops, and cultural programs from across Fort 
Worth into one centralized, searchable hub.
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ART ADVOCACY

Fort Worth and 360 additional communities across the 
United States. This research has been used for decades 
to leverage increases in local, state, and federal arts 
funding.

From May 2022 to April 2023, staff and volunteers 
attended arts and culture events to gather audience 
surveys in English and Spanish. Guests answered 
questions about their attendance at performances and 
events. The survey had 13 questions, took two to three 
minutes to complete, and all answers were completely 
anonymous.

culture event attendees who helped us complete Fort 
Worth’s part of the Arts and Economic Prosperity 6 Study.

topics to include measures of social impact. Surveys 
completed by individual attendees in the the City of Fort 
Worth demonstrate an appreciation for how the arts and 
culture impacts the development and well-being of the 
community and its residents.

Arts Fort Worth is looking forward to participating in the 

2027.  
.



ART ADVOCACY
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LOOKING AHEADFort Worth eyes library, 
community center spaces for 
local art exhibitions

feet of wall space across eight 
branches and 20 centers that could 

that feature paintings, drawings, 
prints and photographs.”
From Fort Worth Report 1/8/26

East Fort Worth gateway sign 
on track to welcome drivers in 
spring 2026

“The State Highway 121 Art Project 
that features the city’s name spelled 
out in 10-foot steel letters from 

said Anne Allen, Public Art Program 
Manager with Arts Fort Worth.”
From Fort Worth Report 12/26/25

Fort Worth OKs $784K 
contracts for 3 new public 
artworks
“Each artwork really brings its own 
angle to the city,” said Michelle 
Richardson, project manager with 
Fort Worth Public Art. “There are 
so many communities that have 
different perspectives on various 
things and that all comes out in 
these public art projects.”
From Fort Worth Report 6/18/25

Masterpieces for miles: The 
city’s hidden exhibit
“My hope for the program is 
that the City and its residents 
value and understand that the 
Fort Worth Public Art collection 
creates an important history for the 
generations after us so that they 
have some insight into who we are, 
who we were and what we valued 
and treasured,” said Jenny Conn.
City of Fort Worth Press Release 
9/30/25

Crown jewel: How cowboy hats 
became a Fort Worth icon
“I’ve always been an arts person and 
always followed what’s going on in the 
Fort Worth arts community,” said Moor-
man, director of sales and marketing at 
the Fort Worth Convention Center since 
2020 and also an Arts Fort Worth board 
member. “The Art Commission did a 
call to the public to bring in hats. And I 
thought, hey, I grew up in Fort Worth; I 
have a cowboy hat or two!”

City of Fort Worth Press Release 9/2/25

Fort Worth Public Art 
Installation Featured in 2025 
Venice Architecture Biennale

“The public sculptural installation 
Do Something Good For Your Neigh-
bor, by the Iowa-based Art Studio at 

in the U.S. Pavilion at the 2025 Ven-
ice Architecture Biennale.”
From Glasstire 6/6/25

IN THE NEWSIN THE NEWS
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LOOKING AHEAD

IN THE NEWS LEARN MORE

LEARN MORE
Looking for Arts Fort Worth events, artist 
opportunities, and advocacy resources? 
Check out artsfortworth.org or sign up for our 
monthly email newsletter!

GET INVOLVED
Arts Fort Worth is in need of enthusiastic and 
engaging volunteers! Volunteer responsibilities can 

Arts Fort Worth is always looking for people who 
are courteous, friendly, knowledgeable, and helpful! 

            DONATE
Any donation, from a few dollars, to $50 and more, 
is a powerful way to say: “I believe in the arts. I 
believe in Fort Worth.”  We’d love to count you in. 
Because when you give, you’re not just donating—
you’re investing in the future of creativity in our city. 
Thank you for being part of the story. Let’s keep 
building something beautiful.




